UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


-x 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 


Plaintiff, 


v. 


19 Civ. 3668 


GLORIA T. SYQUIA, 

GERILYN BILIS, 

NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF 
FINANCE, and 

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE, 


Defendants. : 

-x 


COMPLAINT 

The United States of America, at the direction of a delegate of the Attorney General and 
with the authorization of a delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury, pursuant to 26 U.S.C. 

§ 7401, brings this civil action (1) to reduce to judgment unpaid federal income tax liabilities 
owed by Gloria T. Syquia and (2) to determine that federal tax liens that arose upon assessment 
of the federal income tax liabilities attached to all property belonging to Gloria T. Syquia and to 
to enforce those liens against a parcel of real property that Gloria T. Syquia transferred to 
Gerilyn Bilis after the federal tax liens had attached to the property. For its complaint, the 
United States alleges as follows: 

Jurisdiction, Parties, and Property 

1. The district court has jurisdiction pursuant to 26 U.S.C. §§ 7402(a) and 7403, and 
28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1340, and 1345. 

2. The defendant Gloria T. Syquia resides in Kings County, New York, within the 


jurisdiction of this Court. 




3. 


The defendant Gerilyn Bilis resides in Rutherford, New Jersey and is joined as a 


party because she may claim an interest in property against which the United States seeks to 
enforce its liens. 

4. Defendant New York City Department of Finance is joined as a party because it 
may have a hen or claim an interest in property against which the United States seeks to enforce 
its liens. 

5. Defendant New York State Department of Taxation and Finance is joined as a 
party because it may have a lien or claim an interest in property against which the United States 
seeks to enforce its liens. 


6. The real property upon which the United States seeks to enforce its tax liens is 
titled in the name of Gerilyn Bilis and is located at 142 East 9 th Street, Brooklyn, New York 
11203 (the “Real Property”). The legal description of the Real Property is as follows: 


ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, PIECE OR PARCEL OF LAND WITH THE 
BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON ERECTED, SITUATE, LYING 
AND BEING IN THE BOROUGH OF BROOKLYN, COUNTY OF KINGS, CITY 
AND STATE OF NEW YORK, BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGINNING AT A POINT ON THE WESTERLY SIDE OF EAST 49TH STREET, 
DIST ANr 199 FEET NORTHERLY FROM THE CORNER FORMED BY THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE WESTERLY SIDE OF EAST 49TH STREET AND THE 
NORTHERLY SIDE OF WINTHROP STREET; RUNNING THENCE WESTERLY 
PARALLEL WITH WINTHROP STREET AND PART OF THE DISTANCE 
THROUGH A PARTY WALL 100 FEET; THENCE NORTHERLY AND PARALLEL 
WITH EAST 49TH STREET 18 FEET; THENCE EASTERLY AGAIN PARALLEL 
WITH WINTHROP STREET AND PART OF THE DISTANCE THROUGH 
ANOTHER PARTY WALL 100 FEET TO THE WESTERLY SIDE OF EAST 49TH 
STREET; AND THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY SIDE OF EAST 
49TH STREET 18 FEET TO TI IE POINT OR PLACE OF BEGINNING. 

APN: 04602-0036 

PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 142 EAST 49TH STREET, BROOKLYN, 
NY 11203 

Deed specifies SUBJECT TO EASEMENTS, CONVENANTS, CONDITIONS, 
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RESTRICTIONS, RESERVATIONS, AND LIMITATIONS OF RECORD, IF ANY. 
Meaning to describe the property conveyed to Gerilyn Bilis by Quit Claim Deed, dated April 1, 
2019, and recorded with the Office of the City Register of the City of New York on April 9, 

2019 as Document No. 2019000112362. 

Count One 

(Claim Against Gloria T. Syquia to Reduce Income Tax Liabilities to Judgment) 

7. A delegate of the Secretary of the Treasury made assessments against Gloria T. 
Syquia for income taxes, for the periods, on the dates, and in the amounts described below. 
These liabilities have balances due as of June 18, 2019, including assessed and accrued late- 
filing and late-payment penalties under 26 U.S.C. § 6651, penalties for failure to make estimated 
tax payments under 26 U.S.C. § 6654, costs and statutory interest under 26 U.S.C. § 6621, and 
after applying any abatements, payments, and credits, as follows: 


Tax Period 
Ending 

Assessment 

Date 

Assessment Type 

Amount Assessed 

Balance Due 
6/18/2019 

12/31/2005 

06/29/2009 

Income Tax 

$92,911.00 

$145,821.78 

12/31/2006 

09/20/2010 

Income Tax 

$62,442.00 

$ 152,046.17 

12/31/2007 

09/06/2010 

Income Tax 

$91,200.00 

$201,547.37 

12/31/2008 

09/13/2010 

Income Tax 

$89,559.00 

$191,600.15 

12/31/2009 

09/06/2010 

Income Tax 

$60,908.00 

$118,784.23 

12/31/2010 

11/28/2011 

Income Tax 

$57,214.00 

$29,116.68 

12/31/2011 

12/03/2012 

Income Tax 

$54,609.00 

$4,534.60 

12/31/2012 

12/09/2013 

Income Tax 

$59,138.00 

$63,118.54 

12/31/2013 

12/08/2014 

Income Tax 

$34,931.00 

$28,240.62 

12/31/2014 

09/14/2015 

Income Tax 

$39,326.00 

$43,109.42 
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Total 




$977,919.56 


8. Notice of the liabilities described in paragraph 7 was given to, and payment 
demanded from, Gloria T. Syquia. 

9. Despite proper notice and demand, Gloria T. Syquia failed, neglected, or refused 
to fully pay the liabilities, and after the application of all abatements, payments, and credits, she 
remains liable to the United States in the amount of $977,919.56, plus statutory additions and 
interest accruing from and after June 18, 2019. 

10. This action has been timely commenced under 26 U.S.C. § 6502 because it is 
filed within ten years after the earliest assessment of a tax. 

COUNT TWO 

(Claim Against All Parties to Enforce Federal Tax Liens Against Real Property) 

11. The United States incorporates by reference paragraphs 7 through 10 as if 
specifically realleged herein. 

12. On March 4, 1992, Gloria T. Syquia purchased the Real Property from Howard 
Quarry and Nesta Quarry, husband and wife, by Bargain and Sale Deed that was recorded with 
the Office of the City Register of the City of New York on March 12, 1992. 

13. Because Gloria T. Syquia neglected, refused, or failed to pay in full the 
assessments for the tax years 2005-2014, as described in paragraph 7, above, after notice and 
demand, federal tax liens arose pursuant to 26 U.S.C. §§ 6321 and 6322 on the dates of the 
assessments and attached to all of Gloria T. Syquia’s property, including the Real Property. 

14. On or about December 14, 2009, January 22, 2015, November 17, 2015 and 
March 1, 2017, the IRS, in accordance with 26 U.S.C. § 6323(f), filed Notices of Federal Tax 
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Lien (“NFTL”) with the Register’s Office of Kings County, New York, with respect to the 
unpaid federal tax liabilities of Gloria T. Syquia, as follows: 


Tax Periods Ending 

Date NFTL Filed 

12/31/2005 

12/14/2009 

12/31/2006, 12/31/2007, 12/31/2008, 
12/31/2009, 12/31/2010, 12/31/2011, 
12/31/2012 

3/1/2017 

12/31/2013 

1/22/2015 

12/31/2014 

11/17/2015 


15. On April 1, 2019, Gloria T. Syquia purported to transfer the Real Property to 
Gerilyn Bilis, also known as Gerilyn Bilis Syquia, by Quit Claim Deed recorded with the Office 
of the City Register of the City of New York on April 9, 2019, for no or nominal consideration. 

16. On infonnation and belief, Gerilyn Bilis is related by marriage to Gloria T. 

Syquia. 

17. Because the notices were filed prior to the conveyance of the Real Property, the 
transfer was made subject to the tax liens for years 2005-2014. 

18. Gerilyn Bilis did not give full consideration in money or money’s worth, therefore 
Gerilyn Bilis does not qualify as a “purchaser” of the Real Property under 26 U.S.C. § 6323. 

19. The United States is entitled to enforce the federal tax liens described in 
paragraphs 13 and 14 against the Real Property pursuant to 26 U.S.C. § 7403 and to have the 
entire Real Property sold in a judicial sale (including by a receiver if requested by the United 
States), free and clear of all claims, liens, or interests of the parties, including any rights of 
redemption, with the proceeds of the sale distributed: first, to pay the costs of sale, including any 
expenses incurred to secure and maintain the Real Property; second, to defendant New York 
City Department of, to pay any real estate taxes due and owing which are entitled to priority 
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under 26 U.S.C. § 6323(b)(6); third, to the United States to pay the liabilities described above, 
except to the extent that the Court determines that another party has a superior right, title, or 
interest. 

WHEREFORE, the plaintiff United States of America requests the following relief: 

A. Judgment against the defendant Gloria T. Syquia for income tax liabilities for the 
periods ending December 31, 2005, December 31, 2006, December 31, 2007, December 31, 
2007, December 31, 2009, December 31, 2010, December 31, 2011, December 31, 2012, 
December 31, 2013, and December 31, 2014, in the amount of $977,919.56, plus statutory 
additions and interest accruing from and after June 18, 2019, including interest pursuant to 26 
U.S.C. §§ 6601, 6621, and 6622, and 28 U.S.C. § 1961(c); 

B. A detennination that the United States had valid and subsisting federal tax liens, 
pursuant to Section 6321 of the Internal Revenue Code, upon all property and rights to property 
belonging to Gloria T. Syquia, including the Real Property prior to its conveyance and that said 
conveyance was made subject to the liens; 

C. An order enforcing federal tax liens upon the Real Property and allowing the sale 
of the entire Real Property at a judicial sale (including by a receiver if requested by the United 
States), free and clear of all rights, titles, or interests of the parties, including any rights of 
redemption, with the proceeds of the sale distributed: first, to pay the costs of the sale, including 
any expenses incurred to secure and maintain the Real Property; second, to the defendant New 
York City Department of Finance, to pay any real estate taxes due and owing which are entitled 
to priority under 26 U.S.C. § 6323(b)(6); third, to the plaintiff United States to pay Gloria T. 
Syquia’s tax liabilities for the periods ending December 31, 2005, December 31, 2006, 
December 31, 2007, December 31, 2007, December 31, 2009, December 31, 2010, December 
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31, 2011, December 31, 2012, December 31, 2013, and December 31, 2014, except to the extent 

that the Court detennines that another party has a superior claim, lien, or interest. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

RICHARD E. ZUCKERMAN 

Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General 

Tax Division, U.S. Department of Justice 

By: /s/ Sarah T. Mayhew 

SARAH T. MAYHEW 
Trial Attorney 

Tax Division, U.S. Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 55 

Washington, D.C. 20044 
202-616-1929 (v) 

202-514-5238 (f) 

Sarah. T. Mayhew@usdoj .gov 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Eastern District of New York 


United States of America ' 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 19cv3668 

Gloria T. Syquia, Gerilyn Bilis, New York City ) 

Department of Finance, and New York State ) 

Department of Taxation and Finance ) 

_ ) 

Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) Gloria T. Syquia 

142 East 49th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11203 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Sarah T. Mayhew 

U.S. Dept, of Justice, Tax Division 
P.O. Box 55 

Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 

CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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Civil Action No. 19 cv 3668 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) Gloria T. Syquia 
was received by me on (date) 


O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 


□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 


O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 

























AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Eastern District of New York 


United States of America ' 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 19cv3668 

Gloria T. Syquia, Gerilyn Bilis, New York City ) 

Department of Finance, and New York State ) 

Department of Taxation and Finance ) 

_ ) 

Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) Gerilyn Bilis 

142 East 49th Street 
Brooklyn, New York 11203 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Sarah T. Mayhew 

U.S. Dept, of Justice, Tax Division 
P.O. Box 55 

Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 

CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 








AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 19 cv 3668 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) Gerilyn Bilis 
was received by me on (date) 


O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 


□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 


O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 

























AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Eastern District of New York 


United States of America ' 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 19cv3668 

Gloria T. Syquia, Gerilyn Bilis, New York City ) 

Department of Finance, and New York State ) 

Department of Taxation and Finance ) 

_ ) 

Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name andaddress) New York City Department of Finance 

Corporation Counsel, 

100 Church St., 5th FI., 

New York, NY 10007 
Attn: Rita Dumain, Esq. 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Sarah T. Mayhew 

U.S. Dept, of Justice, Tax Division 
P.O. Box 55 

Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 

CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 
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Civil Action No. 19 cv 3668 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l)) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) New York City Department of Finance 
was received by me on (date) 


O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 


□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 


O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 

























AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 


United States District Court 

for the 

Eastern District of New York 


United States of America ' 

) 

_ ) 

Plaintiff(s) ^ 

v. | Civil Action No. 19cv3668 

Gloria T. Syquia, Gerilyn Bilis, New York City ) 

Department of Finance, and New York State ) 

Department of Taxation and Finance ) 

_ ) 

Defendant(s) ) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

To: (Defendant’s name and address) New York State Department of Taxation and Finance 

ATTN: Office of Counsel 
Building 9 

W A Harriman Campus 
Albany NY 12227 


A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) — or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) — you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: Sarah T. Mayhew 

U.S. Dept, of Justice, Tax Division 
P.O. Box 55 

Washington, D.C. 20044 


If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 


DOUGLAS C. PALMER 

CLERK OF COURT 


Date: 


Signature of Clerk or Deputy Clerk 








AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2) 


Civil Action No. 19 cv 3668 


PROOF OF SERVICE 

(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 4 (l')) 

This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) New York State Department of Taxation and Finance 
was received by me on (date) 


O I personally served the summons on the individual at (place) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name) 

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there, 
on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s last known address; or 


□ I served the summons on (name of individual) , who is 

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization) 

on (date) ; or 


□ I returned the summons unexecuted because ; or 


O Other (specify): 


My fees are $ for travel and $ for services, for a total of $ q.00 


I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 


Date: _ _ 

Server’s signature 


Printed name and title 


Server’s address 


Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 

























